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Verriix's Cephalopods of Northeastern America. 1 — 
Very considerable interest is attached to the subject here dis- 
cussed, owing to the fact that upon the European coasts there 
have been from time immemorial myths and legends concerning 
such sea monsters, all of which have passed under the name of 
" Kraken." Of late years these colossal cuttle fish have been 
stranded on the shores of Newfoundland, or captured by fisher- 
men in adjoining waters, more commonly than on the European 
coast, and thus while we have no traditions of Krakens, we have 
been favored with a greater number of veritable specimens than 
the naturalists of the Old World. Prof. Verrill has been as fortu- 
nate as industrious in following up every trace and fragment of 
these large squids, and his numerous shorter contributions have 
resulted in the elaborate and detailed monograph before us. 
There are probably only three distinct forms among the large 
Newfoundland specimens of Architeuthis, and the author thinks 
that two of these may be merely the two sexes of one and the 
same species. The genus Architeuthis appears to be closely allied 
to Ommastrephes, the calamary. The paper bears evident marks 
of care and painstaking accuracy. 

Recent Books and Pamphlets. — Brainwork and Overwork. By H. C. Wood, 
l2mo, pp. 126, 1880. From the author. 

Valedictory address of the graduating class of the Women's Medical College of 
Pennsylvania. By Francis Emily White, M.D. 8vo. pp. 16. 1880. From the 
authoress. 

The American Bookseller. Vol. IX, No. 10, May 15, 1880. 8vo. From the pub- 
lishers. 

Observations upon the habits, structure and development of Amphioxus lanceolatus. 
By Henry J. Rice, S.B. (Am. Nat., Jan. and Feb., 18S0.) 8vo, pp. 38, 2 pis. 
From the author. 

The geological antiquity of Insects; By Herbert Goss. (From Vols. XV and 
XVI Ent. Month. Mag.) 8vo, pp. 50. 1880. From the author. 

Geology of the provinces of Canterbury and Westland, New Zealand. By Julius 
von Haast. 8vo, pp. 486, pi., 1880. From the author. 

Manual of the Indigenous Grasses of New Zealand. By John Buchanan. 8vo, 
pp. 175, pi. 6l, 1880. From the author. 

Man's place in Nature. By Joseph Le Conte. (Art. No. 10 from the Princeton 
Rev.) 8vo, pp. 23, 1880. From the author. 

A catalogue of the official reports upon Geological Surveys of the United States 
and Territories, and of British America. By Fred. Prime, Jr. (From Vol. VII 
Trans. Amer. Inst. Min. Engineers.) 8vo, pp. 71, 1879. From the author, 

Ethylization : the anaesthetic use of the Bromide of Ethyl. By R. J. Levis, M.D. 
(From the Med. Rec.) 8vo, pp. 8. From the author. 

The numeral adjective in the Klamath language of Southern Oregon. By Albert 
S. Gatschet. (From Amer. Antiq., Vol. 11, No. III.) 8vo, pp. 8. 

The Spotted Salamander. By S. P. Monks. (From the Amer. Nat., May, 1880.) 
8vo, pp. 3. From the authoress. 

1 The Cephalopods of the North-eastern Coast of America. Part I. The gigantic 
Squids (Architeuthis) and their allies, with observations on similar large species 
from foreign localities. By A. E. Vekrill. (From the Transactions of the Con- 
necticut Academy of Sciences, vol. V, New Haven, March, 1880) 8vo, pp. 177-257, 
13 plates. 
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General Guide to the Museum of the Boston Society of Natural History. By Al- 
pheus Hyatt. I. Introduction. 121110, pp. 26, I chart, 1880. From the society. 

The eleventh annual Report of the American Museum of Natural History, New- 
York. 8vo, pp. 32, 1880. From the museum. 

Syllabus of courses of lectures and instruction in General Geology, with reference 
to sources of information. By Alex. Winchell. 8vo, pp. 42, 1879. From the 
author. 

Report of the Board of Commissioners Seventh Cincinnati Industrial Exposition. 
8vo, pp. 408, 1879. From the Board. 

Twelfth and thirteenth annual reports of the Trustees of the Peabody Museum of 
American Archaeology and Ethnology. Vol. 2, Nos. 3 and 4., 8vo, 1880. From the 
museum. 

Journal of the Cincinnati Society of Natural History, Jan. and April, 1880. Vol. 

11, No. 4, and Vol. Ill, No. I. From the society. 

Archives of Comparative Medicine and Surgery. Vol. 1, No. 2, 8vo, April, 1880. 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History. Vol. XX, Pt. ill, April, 
1879 to Jan. 1880. From the society. 

American Journal of Science. May, 1880. From the editors. 

On the structure and development of the skull in Lacertilia. Pt. I. On the skull 
of the common lizards (Lacerta agilis, L. viridis and Zootoca vivipara). By W. K. 
Parker. (The Croonian lecture.) (From Phil. Trans. Roy. Soc, 1879.) 4to, pp. 
45, pi. 8. From the author. 

The Geological Record for 1877. Edited by Wm. Whitaker. 8vo, pp. 432, 1880. 
From the editor. 

La Revue Scientifique, Jan. 17, 1880. From the editor. 

Illustrations of nests and eggs of birds of the Middle States, with text. By Thos. 
G. Genlry. Pt. I, 4to, 1880. From the author. 

Bulletin Mensuel de la Societe d'Acclimatation. 3e Ser., Tome VII, No. I, Jan., 
1880. From the society. 

Diagnose d'une nouvelle et tres petite espece de Musaraigne de Madagascar. By 
Dr. E. L. Trouessart. (Ext. Journ. Le Naturaliste.) 8vo, pp. I, 1880. From the 
author. 

Note sur la Synonymie du genre Tanrec. By E. L. Trouessart. (Ext. du Journ. 
Le Naturaliste, 1880.) 8vo, pp. 6. From the author. 

Note sur Quatre Especes de Cheiropteres rares ou nouvelles pour la Faune Fran- 
cais. 8vo, pp. 55. Revision des Mnsaraignes (Soricidse) d'Europe et r.otes sur les 
Insectivores en General. By E. L. Trouessart. Ext. Bull. Soc. d'Etudes Scientif. 
d' Augers, 1880. 8vo, pp. 24. From the author. 

On a very small Shrew from Mayotte, Crocidura (Pachyura) coquerelii, Potten and 
vandam. By E. L. Trouessart. 8vo, pp. 5, 1880. From the author. 

Notice sur quelques soudages aux environs de Mulhouse et en Alsace. Par MM. 
Ch. Zundel et M. Mieg. (Ext. Bull. Soc. Ind. de Mulhouse.) 8vo, pp. u, 1880. 
From the authors. 

Notes sur Rouchamp. Par M. Mathieu Mieg. (Ext. Bull. Soc. Ind.) 8vo, pp. 

12, 1880. From the author. 

Mesoplodon bidens, en Tilvtext til den danske Havfauna. Af J. Reinliardt. 
(From Oversight d. k. D. Vid. Selsk. Forhdl. 1880.) 8vo, pp. 12. From the 
author. 

Abbildungen von Vogel-Skeleten. Herausgegeben von Dr. A. B. Meyer. I 
Lief. 4I0, pp. 8, pi. 10, 1879. From the editor. 

Palaeontographica. Beitrage zur Naturgeschichte der Vorzeit. Die Flora der 
Westialischen Kreideformation. Von Prof. Hosius und Dr. von der Marck. 410, 
pp. 241, pis. 44, 1S80. From the authors. 
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Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Genova. Vol. XIV, 8vo, 1879. 
From the museum. 

II Canton Ticino Meridionale ed i Pae«i Finitimi Spiegazione del foglio XXIV. 
Tauf. colorita geol. da Spreafico, Negri e Stoppani per Torquato Taramelli. (Vol. 
xvii Mat. Carta Geol. Delia Soizzera.) 4to, 1880. From the author. 

Annates del Museo Nacional de Mexico. Tomo II, Entrega ia. 4to, 1880. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 

BOTANY. 

Effects of Uninterrupted Sunshine on Plants. — Professor 
Schubeler has made a series of observations on the effect pro- 
duced by the almost unbroken sunlight of the short Scandinavian 
summer, on plants raised from foreign seed, i. e., wheat from Bes- 
sarabia and Ohio. The general results are stated by the Journal 
of the Royal Microscopical Society, as follows : — 

1. The grain of wheat that has been grown in low-lying lands, 
may be propagated with success on the high fields, and will reach 
maturity earlier at such elevations, even, although at a lower 
mean temperature. Such grain, after having been raised for sev- 
eral years at the highest elevation, which admits of its cultivation, 
is found, when transferred to its original locality, to ripen earlier 
than the other crops which had not been moved. The same re- 
sult is noticeable in grain that has been transported from a south- 
ern to a more northern locality, and vice versa. 

2. Seeds imported from a southern locality, when sown within 
the limits compatible with their cultivation, increase in size and 
weight ; and these same seeds, when restored from a more north- 
ern locality to their original southern home, gradually diminish 
to their former dimensions. A similar change is observable in 
the leaves and blossoms of various kinds of trees and other plants. 
Further, it is found that plants raised from seed ripened in a 
northern locality are hardier, as well as larger, than those grown 
in the south, and are better able to resist excessive cold. 

3. The further north we go, within certain fixed limits, the 
more energetic is the development of the pigments in flowers, 
leaves and seeds. Similarly, the aroma or flavor of various plants 
or fruits is augmented in intensity the further north they are car- 
ried within the limits of their capacity for cultivation; and con- 
versely, the quantity of saccharine matter diminishes in proportion 
as the plant is carried further northward. 

Destruction of Insects by Fungi. — Prof. Elias Metschnikoff, 
the distinguished Russian Embryologist, has, according to Nature, 
recently investigated this subject and has given an explanation of 
the possible value of yeast application more satisfactory than that 
adopted by Dr. Hagen. The general result of the most accurate 
investigations of the beer-yeast fungus ( Saccliaromyces cerevisice) 



